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was, as a rule, ratified by the Imperial Council. With
Nicholas's ascension to the throne, Count Vorontzov-
Dashkov, then Minister of the Court, began greatly to
increase the expenditures of the Ministry, As he ignored
my remonstrances, I submitted a report to the Emperor.
His Majesty told me that it was his desire to be as economi-
cal as his father had been. He must have subsequently told
something unpleasant to Count Vorontzov-Dashkov, be-
cause the latter came to me and practically confessed him-
self in the wrong. Several months later the Count left his
post and was succeeded by Baron Frederichs. Shortly
afterwards I received an Imperial decree abolishing the
then existing regulations concerning the fixation of the
budget of the Ministry of the Court and establishing the
following order of estimating the expenditures of that Min-
istry : the estimate is drawn up and submitted for Imperial
confirmation by the Ministry of the Court alone; the final
figure is communicated to the Minister of Finances, who
inserts it in the general budget, without allowing it to be
discussed in the Imperial Council. The decree concluded
with a provision that the new law should not be published,
to avoid needless discussion, but in the next edition of the
statutes the articles pertaining thereto should be modified
accordingly. Such an illegal procedure had been unknown
in Russia since the days of Paul I, and he, too, would have
perhaps hesitated to do what practically amounted to forg-
ing the laws of the land.
Speaking of their Majesties' attitude toward my own
person, I should like to say that I am aware of having been
the object of Alexandra's particular enmity. I believe it
goes back to an incident which occurred in 1900, if I re-
member rightly. That year, in the course of a stay at
Yalta, Crimea, the Emperor was taken ill and developed
intestinal typhus. Nicholas II had a distaste for medical
treatment. This is, I believe, a family trait with the